CITY COUNCIL
MTLANTA, GEORGIA

03-R-0183
\\\OM g\\mj‘_
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE SUPPORT OF THE
ATLANTA CITY COUNCIL FOR THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF
ATLANTA RELATED TO DISCUSSIONS ABOUT LOCAL

OPTION SALES TAX (LOST) REFORM IN GEORGIA; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.

ASAMENDED BY FULL COUNCIL

WHEREAS, Georgia laws allows for the imposition of a joint county and municipal
sales and use tax, known as the Local Option Sales Tax (“LOST”); and

WHEREAS, in authorizing local governments to levy the LOST, the Georgia General
Assembly intended that all qualified municipalities share proportionally in the proceeds
of the sales and use tax approved and paid for by their citizens; and

WHEREAS, in December 2002, Fulton County and the municipalities located herein
renegotiated their allocations of the LOST pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-8-89(d)(1); and

WHEREAS, the Georgia statue currently provides eight criteria to be applied when
negotiating the distribution of LOST proceeds, however, the law does not direct how the
criteria are be weighted; and

WHEREAS, although the state law provides for the use of alternative dispute resolution
methods in LOST negotiations, the laws does not provide for the specific use of binding
arbitration, which would help local governments achieve more efficient finality in LOST
negotiations; and

WHEREAS, there are various other proposals to improve the methodology of
distributing LOST proceeds which should be considered by the General Assembly
including tying the distribution to population and creating a “Municipal Option Sales
Tax” (“MOST”); and

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA HEREBY
RESOLVES to work in conjunction with the Mayor, to encourage the Georgia General
Assembly, Fulton County and other municipalities in Fulton County to consider these
important issues that relate to improving the LOST distribution methodology, and
consider creating a Municipal Option Sales Tax (MOST).

Amendment Incorporated by kro/OMC  2/04//03

A true copy, ADOPTED as amended by the Council FEB 03, 2003

ﬁ i / APPROVED by the Mayor FEB 04, 2003
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